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LITTER BIN POLICY 

 
Introduction: 
 
The Council has no legal duty to provide litter and dog waste bins but it does have a 
duty to keep Council owned land and public highways clear of litter and refuse as far 
as is practicable. Since changes to the classification of wastes, dog waste can be put 
into litter bins, and disposed of in the same way. 
 
Bins are traditionally provided, maintained and emptied as a means of controlling 
litter or dog waste problems. There are approximately 900 bins in varying condition 
across the Borough. Whilst the Council is committed to providing sufficient bins to 
help discharge its responsibilities under the Environmental Act 1990, bins will only be 
located in areas where it can be demonstrated that there is a genuine need for one.     
 
This policy sets out the principles which will be followed in selecting and siting litter 
bins in the future, reviewing existing litter bin sites, and ensuring that the correct bin 
types are used in the most appropriate locations.  
 
Appendix 1 outlines the factors which need to be taken into consideration when 
determining the siting of litter bins. 
 
Policy Content: 
 
This policy is designed to outline the principles which will be followed in:  
 

 Selecting and reviewing where litter bins are located across the borough.  

 Inform decision making for future litter bin sites, and to; 

 Assist with decision making around existing litter bin sites with the ultimate 
objective of locating the correct size and type of right bins in the right place, 
reflecting demand.  
 
The Council’s capacity to provide litter bins is finite. It is likely that the demand for 
litter bins will, at certain times or locations, exceed capacity. 
 
A range of bin types may be deployed across the borough taking into account the 
following: 
 

 Available litter bin stocks 

 Size of litter bin versus usage and demand 

 Type of location.  
 
It is intended that future litter bin sites will be selected by using guiding principles. 
These will include (but are not restricted to):  

 Member requests 
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 Operational efficiency 

 Usage patterns 

 Health and safety considerations associated with the servicing of the litter bins 
 
The type, size and location of litter bins are all linked to how litter bins are used by 
the public, and in particular how frequently they require to be emptied, and how 
much litter is collected. These are the key determinants which need to be matched to 
service delivery and flexibility in terms of servicing frequency and the ability to route 
services effectively and efficiently. 
 
Usage and efficiency: 
 
Changes to the ways in which litter bins are managed will be governed by two 
factors. How they are used by the public and how efficiently they can be serviced.  
 
The routing of collection rounds, coupled with resident and member feedback will 
help to improve the efficiency and responsiveness of Waste and Cleansing services, 
but will also be used to better target the siting of the bins to maximise their efficiency.  
 
Prioritisation Criteria: 
 
It is not possible to define specific sites which will and will not receive litter bins. The 
following areas will normally be viewed as high priority to receive litter bins:  
 

 Main arterial routes and other high footfall and through route areas 

 Main areas of commerce and retail 

 Key routes in relation to secondary schools 

 Near fast food and takeaway retailers 

 Public transport hubs (eg. Bus stops and similar areas) where large numbers of 
people stand for periods of time, particularly in central areas 

 Entrances to parks and significant public open spaces 
 
The following areas will not normally be viewed as high priority for litter bin 
placements, or may in some cases be ruled out for litter bin placement:  
 

 Exclusively residential areas, except where these become high priority due to one 
of the reasons above 

 Locations where the litter bin would be sited in close proximity to a household 
waste bin (i.e. communal bins) 

 Locations where the litter bin is being abused, including; inappropriate disposal of 
household or commercial waste which has not been resolved by engagement or 
enforcement; sites which are subject to arson or vandalism.  
 
Other Siting Criteria: 
 
Care must be taken to ensure that litter bins do not impede pedestrian flows and 
take into account the particular needs of people who use wheelchairs and prams. A 
minimum footpath width of 1.5m must be maintained.  
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Avoid installing bins adjacent walls, or other street furniture where bins can be used 
to climb. If a bin is to be located near domestic dwellings then consideration should 
be given to contacting residents before instillation to advise them. 
 
Public Events:  
 
The provision of temporary litter bins may be considered at specific locations to 
reflect increased pedestrian flows and litter generation at certain times, e.g. during 
public events.  
 
Other criteria with regard to safe siting, or whether or not to provide a separate 
recycling service should be taken into account when siting these bins. Litter bins 
must not be provided to collect commercial waste and it must be made clear that 
events organisers must put in place separate arrangements. 
 
Parks and Open Spaces: 
 
The siting of bins in public parks and open spaces presents some particular 
challenges in terms of efficiency, capacity and safety. It is usually viewed as 
beneficial to encourage park users to take their waste to strategic locations, usually 
at entrances and exits, so that the litter bin can be serviced safely without having to 
drive into or around the open space.  
 
Therefore, as facilities are upgraded the following principles will be adopted:  
 

 Litter bin locations will be moved from throughout the park or public space, to key 
locations 

 The maximum capacity must be provided  

 The facilities should be designed to take account of the usage of the sites, with 
dedicated facilities being provided as appropriate for barbecue waste, specific 
appropriate recycling streams, etc. 
 
Specific Waste Streams:  
 
Consideration will be given to the siting of dedicated litter bins or containers for the 
safe disposal of hot waste, such as Barbeques at locations where there is a history 
of barbecue usage during good weather.  
 
The Council’s policy with regards to dog waste is to maximise efficiency by collecting 
bagged dog waste alongside general waste. No dedicated dog waste bins will be 
provided.  
 
Requests for new bins from ward councillors 
 
Priority will be given to requests from ward councillors for new or replacement bins at 
locations within their own wards subject to (i) a suitable bin being available and (ii) 
approval of the request being granted by the Chair of the Community & Environment 
Board. 
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Appendix 1: Factors for consideration 

 Cost  

 Bin density (how far do people have to walk?)  

 Bin size  

 Bin type 

 Land ownership- owned or adopted land only  

 Location type (e.g. high priority areas as outlined in the policy) 

 Usage/ demand 

 Safety (public and staff) 

 Bins creating litter (whether due to capacity, misuse or location).  

 Vandalism and arson  

 Terrorism  

 Evaluation  

 Design for recycling  

 Proximity to household waste (communal) bins which can perform same function. 

 Parks, open spaces, civic areas, etc 

Where the justification for a new bin, based on the criteria listed above, is unclear it 
might be possible for a bin to be installed on a trial basis for up to one year during 
which its use could be monitored via the Enforcement Officers and the cleansing 
contractor.  

 

 

 


